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I, C  G C , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are 

true to the best of my understanding and recollection.  
2. I am 13 years old.  I was born in , but I have been living in Florida since I 

was a baby.  I have never been back to  since I was born.   
3. I speak English and Spanish. 

4. I have been detained at Dilley for 90 days.  I keep track of the days on the 
calendar.  

5. I have lived in Miami for as long as I can remember.  I have a nine-year-old 
brother and a five-year-old sister who were both born in the U.S.  I am in 7th grade.  My 

favorite things about my school are robotics, science, and reading.  In my robotics class, 
we were making robot cars.  After school, I like to play soccer and FIFA on my 

PlayStation.  I also like to stay up late and sleep in on the weekends.  Things were going 
well before we came to Dilley.  

6. One day, I went to an ICE check-in meeting with my mom.  They told her to bring 
me.  We showed up at the meeting, and they told us we were being taken to a detention 

center.  I felt very scared.  My mom said she could ask whether I could possibly stay with 
my stepdad and my siblings, but I was worried about being apart from my mom.  I was 

also worried that if I didn’t go with her, she would go to a jail.  
7. After the meeting, they took us directly to the airport.  We flew to Houston and 

then to San Antonio.  We stayed at a hotel for one night in San Antonio, and then they 
drove us to Dilley.  

8. When I first got here, I felt really depressed.  I would cry sometimes.  I would shut 
down and want to be alone.  

9. It’s hard to sleep here because the lights are on all night and the bed is 
uncomfortable.  My back hurts a lot from the bed because the mattress is so thin.  My 

back never used to hurt at home.  I wake up a lot at night here.  
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10. We live in the yellow area.  I think there are about 62 people there right now.  
There are three other families living in our room.  Each of the families has a mom and a 

son.  We get along okay.  
11. The food gets boring.  Mostly they give the same food – so when you’ve been here 

twelve weeks, it repeats a lot.  The food has made my mom sick.  When she ate the 
meatballs, she felt sick and had to go to the bathroom right away.  

12. They tell you that you can have as many servings of the food as you want, but 
when it’s good – like the pizza – you can only get one serving.  I feel hungry sometimes 

because I often don’t want to eat the food.  My mom will buy me ramen and chips from 
the commissary for the days that I’m not eating the food. 

13. The water from the tap here tastes weird, so my mom buys bottled water from the 
commissary.  

14. When I first got here, they didn’t have school at all.  In March, they set up a 
classroom for the older kids and I started going for a couple hours a day.  It’s not the 

same as actual school.  They do kind of teach us, but not the level I was being taught at 
my school.  I miss my robotics and science classes the most.  

15. The kids here are sad.  They get stressed out being locked in here.  They do weird 
things that they wouldn’t do at home.  If I had to describe Dilley with one word, it would 

be “horrible.”  It is awful to be inside here all the time and feel like you’re locked up.   
16. The bathrooms here are dirty, and I wish they would clean them more often.  

17. I talk to my stepdad and siblings on the phone every day.  I don’t know how much 
it costs, but I know we have to pay for the calls and it adds up.  

18. The past few days, there has been a lot of rain.  Having to stay inside makes you 
feel even more like you’re locked up.  

19. If I could change one thing here, it would be to turn off the lights at night.  
20. I am hopeful that we can get out of here.  I want to be able to see the messages on 

my phone and go to my house and play with my little brother. 
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I, A  O , d e cl ar e as f oll o ws: 

T hi s t e sti m o n y i s b a s e d o n m y p er s o n al k n o wl e d g e, a n d t h e f oll o wi n g f a cts ar e tr u e 

t o t h e b e st of m y u n d er st a n di n g a n d r e c oll e cti o n.

I a m 3 9 y e ars ol d.  I a m fr o m  .

I s p e a k  .

I h a v e b e e n d et ai n e d at Dill e y f or  d a ys. I a m d et ai n e d h er e wit h m y s o n w h o i s

t hr e e y e ar s ol d. H e w as b or n i n  .

I s p o k e t o Fl or es  C o u n s el i n M ar c h a n d A pril.

M y s o n a n d I arri v e d i n t h e U nit e d St at e s a n d w e w er e s e nt t o a v er y c ol d pl a c e

t h at w a s s o m e ki n d of d et e nti o n f a cilit y. W e st a y e d t h er e f or a f e w h o ur s a n d t h e n w e

w er e t a k e n t o a n ot h er d et e nti o n f a cilit y t h at w a s al s o v er y c ol d. W e w er e i n t h at s e c o n d

pl a c e f or t w o d a y s a n d t h e n w e w er e s e nt t o Dill e y. T h e y g a v e u s f o o d, w at er, a n d a f oil

bl a n k et.

Dill e y I C E D et e nti o n C e nt e r

I’ m d et ai n e d li k e s o m e o n e w h o c o m mitt e d a cri m e. It i s v er y str e s sf ul t o b e h er e.

T h er e i s s o m u c h u n c ert ai nt y, a n d I f e el a l ot of e m oti o n al str e s s. I a m v er y w orri e d f or

m y s o n h er e.

N o o n e h a s t ol d m e w h y m y s o n a n d I h a v e b e e n h er e f or s o l o n g. I t hi n k I n e e d t o

w ait f or a r e vi e w of s o m e s ort, a n d t h e y j u st k e e p t elli n g m e I n e e d t o w ait. T h e y d o n’t

t ell m e a n yt hi n g el s e.

All t hi s ti m e I h a v e b e e n h er e, I wr it e o n t h e t a bl et t o I C E a n d t h e y j u st s a y t h e y ar e 

a n al y zi n g m y c as e. T h e y c a m e a n d t al k e d t o m e a bit a g o a b o ut gi vi n g u p m y s o n’ s

n ati o n alit y. T h e y h a v e t hr e at e n e d t o s e p ar at e m e fr o m m y s o n a s w ell. I a s k e d t o b e s e nt

t o a t hir d c o u ntr y  if n ot hi n g el s e  f or o ur s af et y, a n d I C E s ai d t h at w o ul d o nl y m e a n w e

h a v e t o st a y h er e l o n g er.

N o o n e h a s t ol d m e a b o ut a n y ri g ht s m y s o n h a s h er e or a n y ri g ht s t h at ar e s p e cifi c

t o hi m a s a c hil d. I d o n’t r e m e m b er b ei n g s h o w n a n y vi d e o a b o ut m y ri g ht s or m y s o n’ s

ri g ht s h er e.
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A f e w w e e k s a g o, m y s o n h a d a c ol d a n d h e h a d a f e v er. It’ s t h e s e c o n d ti m e h e’ s

h a d a c ol d a n d b e e n si c k si n c e w e’ v e b e e n h er e. E v er y ti m e h e i s si c k, I g o t o t h e 

m e di c al c ar e f a cilit y. T hi s ti m e, t h e y w er e h el pf ul.

N o w, I’ m h a vi n g m e di c al pr o bl e m s t o o. A d o ct or h er e t ol d m e I h a v e a U TI. I w a s

pr e s cri b e d a nti bi oti c s. I w a s t a ki n g t h e m f or t w o d a y s w h e n t h e d o ct or c all e d a n d s ai d

a ct u all y d o n’t t a k e t h e m a n y m or e. T h e d o ct or s ai d it’ s a ct u all y b a ct eri a wit h t h e ki d n e y s

or li v er. I h a v e n e v er h a d t h e s e t y p e s of pr o bl e m s b ef or e. I h a v e a l ot of st o m a c h p ai n a s

w ell h er e.

I w orr y f or m y s o n’ s m e nt al st at e. H e h a s b e e n g oi n g t o t h e p s y c h ol o g y t e a m h er e

b e c a u s e h e’ s w a ki n g u p at ni g ht v er y fri g ht e n e d a n d s c ar e d a n d cr yi n g a l ot. H e’ s

b e c o m e m or e a g gr e s si v e. I t hi n k b e c a u s e of t h e str e s s. T h e y’ v e b e e n s wit c hi n g u s t o

diff er e nt r o o m s wit h diff er e nt p e o pl e.

M y s o n h a s a v er y h ar d ti m e sl e e pi n g h er e. I tr y t o g et hi m t o sl e e p ar o u n d 8 p m  

b ut h e oft e n c a n’t f all a sl e e p u ntil mi d ni g ht or 1 a. m. I a m n ot s ur e w h y h e i s h a vi n g 

tr o u bl e sl e e pi n g; m a y b e b e c a u s e t h er e i s a l ot of str e s s h er e. W e’ v e al s o s wit c h e d r o o m s 

a n d n o w w e ar e i n a n e w s p a c e wit h n e w p e o pl e. T h at pr o b a bl y i s m a ki n g it h ar d er f or 

hi m t o sl e e p t o o.

M y s o n h a s n ot b e e n e ati n g w ell. L ot s of p e o pl e ar e g etti n g si c k, a n d I a m al w a y s

v er y w orri e d m y s o n will al s o g et v er y si c k. I w e nt t o t h e d o ct or m a n y ti m e s b e c a u s e I

w a s w orri e d a b o ut m y s o n n ot e ati n g. T h e d o ct or s w er e n’t a bl e t o d o a n yt hi n g. T h e l a st

f e w w e e k s m y s o n h a s b e e n e ati n g mil k, j ui c e, a n d a p pl e s. H e d o e s n’t e at m u c h el s e. N o

o n e h a s off er e d m e a n y t o d dl er f o o d or p o u c h e s f or m y s o n. I d o n’t t hi n k t h e w at er i s

g o o d h er e eit h er. M y s o n h a s h a d di arr h e a h er e, a n d I t hi n k it’ s b e c a u s e of t h e w at er. I

c o ul d b u y w at er, b ut I d o n’t h a v e m o n e y t o d o t h at v er y oft e n.

T h e y h a v e gi v e n u s di a p er s a n d wi p e s f or m y s o n, b ut t h e y h a v e n’t off er e d u s a n y

f o o d t h at i s m or e a p pr o pri at e f or a littl e ki d. T h e o nl y s o a p t h at i s a v ail a bl e i s t h e s a m e

s o a p t h at i s u s e d t o w a s h h a n d s or d o di s h e s. T h e y h a v e n e v er off er e d m e a n y diff er e nt

s o a p f or m y s o n eit h er.
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A l ot of ki d s h er e h a v e b e e n h er e f or m or e t h a n 2 1 d a y s.

I w a s gi v e n a li st of l a w y er s w h o I c o ul d c all t o tr y a n d g et h el p. I h a v e tri e d t o 

c all b ut I al w a y s g et v oi c e m ail, a n d I t hi n k b e c a u s e I l e a v e a m e s s a g e i n   a n d 

n ot S p a ni s h, n o o n e h a s c all e d m e b a c k. S o m e o n e fr o m R AI C E S o nl y c o nt a ct e d m e aft er

Fl or es  C o u ns el fl a g g e d m y c as e f or t h e m.

I h a v e b e e n a bl e t o c o m m u ni c at e wit h t h e st aff wit h t h e S p a ni s h I d o k n o w, b ut I

a m n ot fl u e nt i n S p a ni s h. N o o n e h a s off er e d m e i nt er pr et ati o n f or  , e v e n if

I’ m s p e a ki n g t o t h e offi c er s h er e.

I a m n ot a w ar e of a n y pr o c e s s t o l et t h e st aff k n o w a b o ut c o m pl ai nt s or c o n c er ns I

h a v e. E v er yt hi n g i s i n E n gli s h or S p a ni s h, n ot m y l a n g u a g e.

M y s o n s o m eti m e s pl a y s i n t h e g y m n a si u m a n d o n t h e pl a y str u ct ur e. T h er e i s n ot

m u c h el s e f or hi m t o d o h er e. H e f e el s v er y b or e d. S o m e d a y s w e c a n’t g o o ut si d e

b e c a u s e t h e s u n i s s o str o n g h er e. At t h e g y m, s o m eti m e s t h er e ar e t e e n a g er s pl a yi n g, 

a n d o n e t e e n a g er a c ci d e nt all y hit m y ki d i n t h e f a c e. It  w a s a n a c ci d e nt, b ut it still s c ar e d 

m e t o g o b a c k.

M y s o n i s v er y y o u n g, a n d h e d o e s n’t f ull y u n d er st a n d w h at i s h a p p e ni n g h er e. 

B ut I k n o w h e i s v er y b or e d a n d h e i s oft e n s a d. H e m a d e a fri e n d h er e, b ut t h at fri e n d 

l eft a n d y e st er d a y h e w a s cr yi n g a l ot a n d a s ki n g f or t hi s fri e n d. It’ s h ar d f or hi m t o b e 

h er e f or s o l o n g. U ntil t o d a y, h e w o ul d a s k f or his fri e n ds   or  . T h e ki d s 

l e a v e a n d h e’ s t h e o nl y o n e w h o st a y s.
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I, K at h eri n e J o h ns o n, h er e b y d e cl ar e u n d er p e n alt y of p erj ur y, t h e f oll o wi n g: 

I a m a n att or n e y at C hil dr e n’s Ri g hts. O n A pril 2 3, 2 0 2 6, I m et wit h A. O. wit h t h e as sist a n c e of a 

t el e p h o ni c i nt er pr et er pr o vi d e d b y J e e ni e, i d e ntifi e d b y I nt er pr et er I D 0 8 3 6 1 4 a n d n a m e d Br u n a, 

w h o is c ertifi e d t o i nt er pr et i n t h e E n glis h a n d   l a n g u a g es. D uri n g o ur m e eti n g, I r e a d 

t h e “ D e cl ar ati o n of A. O. ” i n E n glis h, a n d Br u n a i nt er pr et e d t h e e ntir et y of t h e d e cl ar ati o n i nt o 

 f or A. O. A. O. c o nfir m e d t h at all t h e inf or m ati o n c o nt ai n e d i n t h e d e cl ar ati o n is 

c orr e ct a n d c o m pl et e t o t h e b e st of h er k n o wl e d g e. O n M a y 8, 2 0 2 6, I m et wit h A. O. a g ai n wit h 

t h e as sist a n c e of a t el e p h o ni c i nt er pr et er pr o vi d e d b y J e e ni e, i d e ntifi e d b y I nt er pr et er I D 2 7 7 0 6 0 

a n d n a m e d Eri c a, w h o is c ertifi e d t o i nt er pr et i n t h e E n glis h a n d   l a n g u a g es. A. O. 

a d d e d t w o s e nt e n c es t o h er d e cl ar ati o n at t his ti m e a n d Eri c a i nt er pr et e d t h e e ntir et y of t h os e t w o 

s e nt e n c es. A. O. c o nfir m e d t h at all t h e i nf or m ati o n i n t h e m w as c orr e ct a n d c o m pl et e t o t h e b est 

of h er k n o wl e d g e . 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _      _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Si g n at ur e        D at e  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Si

0 5/ 1 2/ 2 0 2 6
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I, M  T  H , d e cl ar e as f oll o ws: 

T hi s t e sti m o n y i s b a s e d o n m y p er s o n al k n o wl e d g e, a n d t h e f oll o wi n g f a cts ar e

tr u e t o t h e b e st of m y u n d er st a n di n g a n d r e c oll e cti o n.

I a m 2 7 y e ar s ol d a n d m y s o n,  , i s si x y e ar s ol d.  W e ar e fr o m  .

I s p e a k S p a ni s h.

W e h a v e n o w b e e n d et ai n e d at Dill e y f or 6 6 d a ys, a n d b ef or e t h at w e w er e i n C B P

d et e nti o n f or a b o ut 1 0 d a ys.  T hi s i s a n u p d at e fr o m m y e arli er st at e m e nt.

I a m v er y u p s et a n d str e s s e d b e c a u s e t h e y ar e n ot t elli n g u s w h at will h a p p e n wit h

o ur c as e.

At t h e e n d of M ar c h, I C E s ai d w e w er e b ei n g t a k e n t o E c u a d or.  Ar o u n d 5: 3 0 p. m.

o n e e v e ni n g, t h e g u ar d s c a m e t o o ur r o o m a n d t ol d u s t o p a c k u p o ur t hi n g s b e c a u s e w e

w er e l e a vi n g.  T h e n t h e g u a r ds br o u g ht u s t o i nt a k e.  W e w ait e d f or a b o ut a n h o ur a n d

t h e n s o m e tr a n s p ort p e o pl e c a m e t o pi c k u s u p.  T h e y s ai d t h e y w o ul d t a k e u s t o

L o ui si a n a a n d t h e n t o E c u a d or.  W e w er e a d a m a nt t h at w e di d n’t w a nt t o l e a v e.  T h e

tr a n s p ort p e o pl e s ai d t h e y c o ul d n ot t a k e u s a g ai n st o ur will a n d t h at if w e di d n’t l e a v e

v ol u nt aril y, I C E w o ul d h a v e t o c h ai n u s u p a n d t a k e u s o ut.  W e i n si st e d t h at w e w er e n ot

l e a vi n g v ol u nt aril y, a n d t h e y c all e d I C E.  A n I C E offi c er s h o w e d u p a n d w a s r e all y m e a n

t o u s i n fr o nt of o ur s o n.  I j u st tri e d t o st a y c al m a n d n ot b a c k d o w n.  I t ol d t h e m w e h a d

n ot a gr e e d t o g o t o E c u a d or a n d t h at w e h a d a c o urt d at e t h at w e w a nt e d t o k e e p.  I C E

t h e n s ai d t h at if w e w o ul d n’t g o t h e ri g ht w a y, t h e y w o ul d t a k e u s c h ai n e d a n ot h er d a y,

a n d t h e g u ar ds br o u g ht u s b a c k t o o ur r o o m.

W e t h e n h a d a c o urt d at e o n M ar c h 3 1, , 2 0 2 6.  At t h e h e ari n g, t h e j u d g e s ai d h e

w o ul d o nl y gi v e m e a b o n d  n ot m y h u s b a n d or s o n.  I di d n ot u n d er st a n d t h at, a n d 

w e s ai d t h at it n e e d e d t o b e f or o ur f a mil y.  T h e j u d g e t h e n g a v e u s a n ot h er c o urt d at e f or

A pril 9, b ut at t h at h e ari n g t h e j u d g e s ai d h e w o ul d n ot gi v e  a n y of us a b o n d, b ut w e

c o ul d a p p e al t h e d e ci si o n.
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8.  A n att or n e y l at er t ol d u s t h at t h er e w as a d o c u m e nt wit h m y si g n at ur e o n it 

a gr e ei n g t o g o t o E c u a d or, b ut I n e v er si g n e d a p a p er a gr e ei n g t o t h at.   I d o n ot k n o w 

h o w m y si g n at ur e is o n t h at d o c u m e nt. 

9.  As ti m e h a s g o n e b y, it h a s b e e n h ar d er a n d h ar d er f or m y s o n.  M y s o n s e e s ot h er 

fri e n ds l e a v e h er e a n d a s ks: w h e n w e will b e a bl e t o l e a v e ?  W h y ar e w e still h er e ?  

R e c e ntl y h e as k e d m e: w h e n ar e w e g oi n g t o g et o ut of j ail ?  I tri e d t o e x pl ai n t o hi m t h at 

Dill e y i s n’t a ct u all y a j ail.  B ut h e k n o ws w h at it f e els li k e h er e, t h at w e c a n n ot l e a v e or 

g o t o a p ar k, t h at h e c a n n ot h a v e his t o ys, a n d t h at t h e b e d is s o u n c o mf ort a bl e.  I 

u n d erst a n d it f e els li k e a j ail.  T h er e ar e s o m a n y r estri cti o ns, a n d t h e g u ar ds ar e s o r u d e – 

a c hil d is y ell e d at e v e n if h e s pills s o m e mil k.  S o m eti m e s m y s o n will j u st b urst fr o m all 

of hi s e m oti o ns a n d st art cr yi n g.   

1 0.  M y s o n still d o e s n ot e at w ell h er e.  T h e f o o d i s t o o s pi c y a n d h as t o o m a n y 

c o n di m e nt s a n d s a u c es f or hi m.  Al s o, di n n er is s er v e d at 5 p. m., s o b y 8 p. m. h e i s 

h u n gr y.  W e h a v e t o b u y f o o d f or hi m t o e at at t h e c o m mi s s ar y.  W e will b u y s o u p, t u n a, 

cr a c k ers, a n d br e a d.  W e als o h a v e t o b u y w at er.   

1 1.  T h e y r e c e ntl y br o u g ht d o w n t h e c ost of a p a c k of w at er fr o m $ 3 0 t o $ 9.  A b o ut a 

m o nt h or s o a g o, a l ot of t h e c hil dr e n b e c a m e si c k a n d w er e v o miti n g a l ot.  T h e y t ol d t h e 

p ar e nts t h e c hil dr e n n e e d e d t o b e dri n ki n g m or e w at er.  T h e f a mili es c o m pl ai n e d a n d 

c o m pl ai n e d b e c a us e t h e y c o ul d n ot aff or d t h e w at er.  T h e g u ar ds t ol d us t h e y w er e 

dr o p pi n g t h e pri c e of t h e w at er b e c a us e of t his b ut I d o n’t k n o w if t h at is tr u e.  

1 2.  M y s o n is v er y a n xi o u s a n d h as st art e d biti n g his n ail s.  H e f e el s tr a p p e d i nsi d e t h e 

li vi n g ar e a.  H e’s al w a ys as ki n g t o g o o ut si d e.  H e c a n n e v er st o p m o vi n g a n d s ettl e 

d o w n.  E v er y ni g ht h e cri es at 8 p. m. w h e n h e h as t o s a y g o o d ni g ht t o his D a d.  H e w a nts 

t o b e a bl e t o b e i n t h e s a m e pl a c e a s hi m at ni g ht or e v e n j ust h a n g o ut a littl e l o n g er.  

B ei n g s e p ar at e d fr o m his f at h er e a c h ni g ht i s pr o b a bl y t h e h ar d est t hi n g f or hi m.   

1 3.  M y s o n w as n ot sl e e pi n g w ell at all b e c a us e t h e li g hts ar e o n all ni g ht.  T h e ni g ht 

s hift g u ar d s f or o ur ar e a will n o w all o w m e t o p ut a t o w el o v er t h e b u n k b e d s o t h at t h e 
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li g ht d o es n’t g o t hr o u g h t h e ar e a w h er e m y s o n is sl e e pi n g.  T his h a s h el p e d hi m a l ot b ut 

t h e y r e all y s h o ul d j ust t ur n off t h e li g hts at ni g ht s o all t h e c hil dr e n c a n sl e e p.   

1 4.  M y s o n h a d st art e d g oi n g t o s c h o ol at Dill e y a n d w as e x cit e d a b o ut t h e n e w 

pr o gr a m, b ut s o o n h e di d n’t w a nt t o g o a g ai n.  H e s ai d t h e t e a c h ers w er e j ust t e a c hi n g t h e 

s a m e t hi n gs a n d h e w as n’t l e ar ni n g a n yt hi n g n e w.  

1 5.  N ot h a vi n g t o ys h er e i s o n e of t h e t hi n gs t h at m a k es m y s o n f e el li k e h e is i n j ail.  

H e d o es n’t u n d erst a n d w h y h e c a n’t h a v e his o w n t o ys.  T h er e ar e t o ys i n t h e d a y c ar e 

r o o m, b ut ki ds c a n o nl y g o t h er e w h e n p ar e nts h a v e c o urt h e ari n g s or m e eti n g s.  C hil dr e n 

c a n n ot h a v e t o ys i n t h eir o w n r o o ms  - w h er e t h e y h a v e t o s p e n d a l ot of ti m e.  It is r e all y 

h ar d f or m y s o n n ot t o h a v e t o ys.   

1 6.  If y o u w a nt cr a y o n s f or y o ur c hil d t o dr a w, y o u h a v e t o b u y t h e m at t h e 

c o m miss ar y.  If y o ur c hil d dr a ws a pi ct ur e of a n yt hi n g n e g ati v e a b o ut t his pl a c e, t h e 

g u ar ds will t a k e it fr o m y o ur r o o m.  

1 7.  T h e pr o c ess t o g et m or e cl ot h e s i s c o m pli c at e d.  Y o u h a v e t o m a k e a writt e n 

r e q u e st a n d e x pl ai n w h y y o u n e e d m or e cl ot h es.  T h e n t h e y g o t o y o ur r o o m a n d c h e c k 

y o ur cl ot h es t o s e e if t h e r e as o n y o u g a v e w as tr u e.  It c a n t a k e d a ys f or t h e m t o c h e c k t h e 

cl ot h es i n y o ur r o o m.  It’s al s o h ar d b e c a us e c hil dr e n ar e o nl y all o w e d t o h a v e o n e p air of 

s h o es – e v e n w h e n it i s r ai ni n g a l ot a n d t h eir s h o es ar e r e all y s o g g y.   

1 8.  F or t w o w e e ks, I h a d b e e n as ki n g f or n e w s h o es f or m y s o n b e c a u s e t h e s ol es w er e 

br o k e n.  I h a d b e e n w aiti n g a n d w aiti n g, b ut t h e n t h e d a y a s e n at or c a m e t o Dill e y – I w as 

s u d d e nl y a bl e t o g et t h e n e w s h o es.  I n oti c e t h at t hi n gs f a mili es h a v e b e e n as ki n g f or 

oft e n h a p p e n ar o u n d t h e ti m e t h e p oliti ci a ns vi sit.   

1 9.  A b o ut t w o w e e k s a g o, m y s o n h a d di arr h e a a n d v o miti n g b ut it w e nt a w a y pr ett y 

q ui c kl y.  I t hi n k it w as t h e f o o d si n c e h e w as si c k f or j u st o n e d a y.  If it w as a vir u s, it 

w o ul d h a v e pr o b a bl y l a st e d l o n g er.  A f e w d a ys a g o, m y s o n f ell o n his wrist a n d it w as 

s w oll e n a n d p ai nf ul.  M e di c al w as v er y di s mi s si v e a n d j ust g a v e hi m i c e.   

2 0.  It is h ar d t o b e h er e f or s o l o n g.  I tr y t o st a y b u s y b y w as hi n g cl ot h es or cl e a ni n g 

t h e li vi n g ar e a – I j ust tr y t o fi n d s o m et hi n g t o d o t o k e e p m y mi n d off of t hi n g s.  I tr y t o 
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t al k t o ot h er m o ms f or s u p p ort, b ut t h at c a n b e h ar d, t o o.  I a m h a p p y f or f a mili es w h e n 

t h e y l e a v e, b ut it i s fr u str ati n g t o b e t h e o n es still h er e.  I j u st w a nt t o g et o ut of h er e.  
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E X HI BI T 

R E D A C T E D V E R S I O N O F D O C U M E N T 

P R O P O S E D T O B E FI L E D U N D E R S E A L
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I, R  G  H , d e cl ar e as f oll o ws: 

T hi s t e sti m o n y i s b a s e d o n m y p er s o n al k n o wl e d g e, a n d t h e f o ll o wi n g f a cts ar e

tr u e t o t h e b e st of m y u n d er st a n di n g a n d r e c oll e cti o n.

I a m 3 6 y e ars ol d. I a m fr o m  .

I s p e a k S p a ni s h.

I h a v e b e e n d et ai n e d at Dill e y si nc e M ar c h 7, 2 0 2 6, al m ost 5 0 d a ys. I h a v e b e e n

h er e wit h m y s o n   si n c e t h e n. H e i s 1 0 y e ar s ol d.

N o o n e h a s t ol d m e w h y w e h a v e b e e n h er e s o l o n g. All t h e y h a v e t ol d m e i s t h at

t h e y w o n’t l et us g o. A fri e n d n ot at Dill e y c all e d R AI C E S t o g et u s a l a w y er, w h o t h e n

c all e d m e. O ur l a w y er at R AI C E S h a s c o nt a ct e d I C E s e v er al ti m es t o fi n d o ut w h y w e 

ar e h er e p a st t h e 2 0 d a y s u n d er  ( o n A pril 1, 2, 1 0, 1 4, an d 2 0), b ut I C E h as n ot

r e s p o n d e d t o h er e m ail s or q u e sti o n s. I C E t ol d m e t o d a y t h at t h e y w o n’t l et u s g o 

b e c a u s e t h e y d o n’t h a v e a ut h ori z ati o n f or m y s o n’ s c a s e.

B ef or e I arri v e d at t hi s f a cilit y I w a s li vi n g i n S a n A nt o ni o, T e x as f or a b o ut t w o

y e ars. B ef or e t h at, I li v e d i n El  P as o, T e x as, f or a y e ar a n d h alf. I li v e d wit h m y s o n,

.   w a s i n f o urt h gr a d e w h e n w e w er e arr e st e d. H e w a nt e d t o b e a n e n gi n e er

a n d b uil d h o us es. His f a v orit e s u bj e ct w a s m at h. H e w a s al s o v er y at hl eti c a n d l o v e d

s p ort s, e s p e ci all y s o c c er.

Si n c e b ei n g d et ai n e d h er e,   mi s s es s c h o ol, hi s fri e n d s, pl a yi n g, o ur

a p art m e nt t h at w e d o n’t h a v e a n y m or e, hi s fr e e d o m, a n d e v er yt hi n g h e h a d i n t h e

a p art m e nt. H e wr ot e all t hi s i n a l ett er. H e d o e s n’t li k e t o pl a y a n y m or e. H e miss e s t h e

fri e n d s t h at h e m a k e s h er e w h o l e a v e. It’ s n ot e a s y f or m e t o h a v e m y s o n i n t hi s

sit u ati o n.

I w a s arr e st e d i n m y c ar at 5 a. m. o n t h e w a y t o w or k i n a r est a ur a nt. M y girlfri e n d

w a s wit h m e a n d s h e w a s arr e st e d, t o o. S h e i s  at Dill e y, b ut I c a n’t s e e h er b e c a us e w e 

ar e n ot m arri e d.   w a s sl e e pi n g a n d w a s g oi n g t o g o t o s c h o ol wit h t h e b a b y sitt er. I

s ai d, “I h a v e m y s o n i n t h e a p art m e nt; pl e a s e d o n’t t a k e m e. ” T h e y di d n’t b eli e v e m e a n d

w er e g oi n g t o t a k e m e. T h e y w er e ar m e d wit h bi g a n d s m all g u n s. T h e y dr a g g e d m e o ut
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of t h e c ar, p ut m e o n t h e gr o u n d a n d h a n d c uff e d m e. T h e y di d n ot i d e ntif y t h e ms el v es, 

b ut I s a w “I C E ” o n t h eir j a c k ets. I b e g g e d t h e m n ot t o t a k e m e b e c a us e of m y s o n, a n d 

t h e y di d n’t b eli e v e m e. T h e n t h e y t o o k t h e k e ys o ut of m y p o c k et s a n d all m y 

i d e ntifi c ati o n, i n cl u di n g m y s o ci al s e c urit y c ar d.  

T h e y w e nt i nt o t h e a p art m e nt wit h g u n s o ut a s t h o u g h t h e y w er e l o o ki n g f or a

cri mi n al. T h e y f o u n d m y s o n a sl e e p, gr a b b e d hi m b y t h e ar m s, a n d t ol d hi m t o g et

dr e s s e d, t h at w e w er e g oi n g t o l e a v e. T h e y gr a b b e d  ’ s b o o k b a g, e m pti e d it of hi s

n ot e b o o k s, a n d gr a b b e d s h o e s a n d cl ot h e s, st uff e d t h e m i n t h e b a g, a n d s ai d, “ L et’ s g o. ” 

I w a s still h a n d c uff e d, b ut t h e y di d n ot h a n d c uff  .

W hil e w e w er e b ei n g arr est e d, n o I C E a g e n t t ol d m e t h at m y s o n c o ul d st a y wit h

s o m e o n e el s e w hil e I w a s arr e st e d. I tri e d t o s h o w t h e I C E a g e nt s m y d o c u m e nt s,

i n cl u di n g m y w or k a ut h ori z ati o n, m y   p a s s p ort, a n d m y 

, b ut t h e y j u st t o o k t h e m a w a y a n d s ai d “ L et’ s g o. ”

W e w er e fir st t a k e n t o a n I C E pr o c e s si n g f a cilit y i n S a n A nt o ni o n e ar m y

a p art m e nt u ntil 1 0 p. m. a n d t h e n g ot o n a b u s t o c o m e t o Dill e y at 3 a. m. M y s o n w as

h u n gr y t h e w h ol e d a y a n d g ot o nl y s o m e w at er a n d a s m all s a n d wi c h.

W h e n w e arri v e d at Dill e y, n o o n e t ol d u s h o w l o n g w e will b e h er e. N o o n e t ol d

u s w h at will h a p p e n n e xt. O n A pril 6, w e h a d a vi d e o c o nf er e n c e at Dill e y wit h a j u d g e.

W e di d n ot h a v e a l a w y er. T h e j u d g e w a nt e d t o s e p ar at e m y s o n a n d m e, a n d t ol d u s t hi s

i n c o urt. M y s o n t ol d t h e j u d g e h e di d n’t w a nt t o b e s e p ar at e d fr o m m e a n d l e a v e m e

al o n e. I d o n’t w a nt t o b e s e p ar at e d fr o m m y s o n.

W e h a v e a n ot h er vi d e o c o nf er e n c e wit h  a j u d g e o n A pril 2 8 s u p p o s e dl y a b o ut m y

s o n, b ut I a m n ot s ur e. I d o n’t k n o w if I will h a v e a l a w y er at t h at vi d e o c o nf er e n c e. N o

o n e h a s t ol d m e a b o ut a n y ot h er h e ari n g.

Dill e y d o e s n ot h a v e t h e ki n d of c o n diti o n s t h at a n y f a mil y s h o ul d b e i n. H y gi e n e

i s a bi g pr o bl e m – it’ s n ot a d e q u at e.

M y s o n d o e s n’t h a v e a n y s o a p or s h a m p o o; I h a v e t o b u y all of it.  H e c a n o nl y u s e

t h e li q ui d h a n d s o a p.
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A b o ut a m o nt h a n d a h alf a g o,   g ot a f u n g al i nf e cti o n o n hi s f a c e a n d hi s

f e et. H e us es a cr e a m e v er y m or ni n g a n d ni g ht – s o m eti m e s it w or k s a n d s o m eti m e s it

d o e s n’t w or k, b ut b e c a u s e of t h e w at er it c o m e s b a c k a g ai n.

H e o nl y h a s o n e p air of s h o e s a n d h a s t o w e ar t h e m w h e n t h e y ar e w et aft er it

r ai n s.

Tr e at m e nt of ki d s i s a bi g c o n c er n. N o o n e h er e i s q u alifi e d t o w or k wit h c hil dr e n 

–t h e y tr e at t h e c hil dr e n li k e a d ult s. C or e Ci vi c d o e s n ot s p e a k ni c el y t o t h e ki d s; t h e y y ell

dir e ctl y at t h e ki d s i n st e a d of g oi n g t o t h e p ar e nt s fir st.

T h e t hir d bi g g e st c o n c er n i s t h e f o o d. It’ s all pr o c e s s e d, fr o z e n f o o d. T h e o nl y

t hi n gs t h e y m a k e h er e ar e t h e Fr e n c h fri es.

I h a d a D N A t e st b ut n ot hi n g h a p p e n e d aft er w ar d s; t h e y di d n ot gi v e m e a p a p er t o

s a y if   i s m y s o n. I h a v e h e ar d t h at if t h e t e st s h o w s t h e c hil d i s n ot t h e s o n or

d a u g ht er, t h e n t h e f a mil y i s s e p ar at e d. I h a v e h e ar d t h at t h e p ar e nt i s d e p ort e d or s e nt

s o m e w h er e els e.

W h e n w e arri v e d at Dill e y, s o m e o n e t ol d u s t h at t h e  l a w a p pli e d t o u s, b ut

t h e y di d n’t t ell u s w h at t h at m e a nt. T h e y tri e d t o g et m e t o si g n a pi e c e of p a p er t h at

mi g ht h a v e b e e n a b o ut t hi s. B ut it w a s i n E n gli s h a n d I di d n’t u n d er st a n d. N o o n e h as

t ol d m e a b o ut m y ri g ht s e x c e pt m y R AI C E S l a w y er; s h e i s t h e o nl y o n e w h o h a s t ol d m e

a b o ut  ’ s   ri g ht s, t h at   c a n’t st a y h er e l o n g er t h a n 2 0 d a y s a n d t h at hi s

 ri g ht s ar e b ei n g vi ol at e d.

I h a v e n e v er s e e n a vi d e o a b o ut o ur ri g hts.

P e o pl e w h o ar e g etti n g r el e a s e d h a v e t ol d m e t h e y ar e g etti n g r el e a s e d b e c a u s e of

.

M y s o n h a s b e e n f e eli n g d e pr e s s e d. H e f e el s s a d b e c a u s e h e s e e s ki d s l e a v e a n d

f e el s al o n e. I d o n’t k n o w if s e ei n g t h e t h er a pi st h el p s. H e t ell s m e, “ E v er y ti m e I g o

o ut si d e I f e el b or e d; I d o n’t w a nt t o pl a y. W h e n I g o t o t h e pl a y ar e a, t h er e ar e n’t a n y

t o y s f or ki d s m y a g e e x c e pt Pl a y St ati o n. ” S o m eti m e s h e g o e s o n t h e tr e a d mill.
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2 5. S o m eti m e s t h e f o o d d o e s n’t sit w ell wit h m y s o n; I h a v e t o b u y hi m r a m e n.

S o m eti m es I h a v e t o b u y w at er at t h e st or e b e c a us e t h e w at er h er e is n ot g o o d.

2 6.  M y s o n is n ot c o mf ort a bl e b e c a us e t h e b e d is h ar d; t h e m et al sti c ks i n his b a c k.

T h e li g ht s ar e o n all ni g ht. W e h a v e b a d sl e e p h er e; t h e li g ht s hit o ur e y es all ni g ht. W e

f e el li k e c a g e d c hi c k e n s i n a n i n c u b at or.

2 7. I c a n’t c all m y f a mil y b e c a u s e t h e y ar e n ot i n t his c o u ntr y a n d it c o sts t o o m u c h. I

h a v e t o p a y t o c all a n y o n e I k n o w h er e. T h e o nl y ti m e it’s fr e e t o c all i s w h e n y o u first

g et h er e, a n d t h at’s o nl y f or fi v e mi n ut es.

2 8. I g ot a list t o c all, b ut n o o n e a ns w er e d. T o g et t hr o u g h, y o u w o ul d n e e d t o b e o n

t h e p h o n e all d a y c alli n g.

2 9.  Us e of e m ail h er e is v er y li mit e d; I c a n’t us e G m ail. I c a n o nl y r e c ei v e e m ails fr o m

m y l a w y er a n d I h a v e t o c all h er b a c k o n t h e p h o n e.

3 0.  O n A pril 6, t h e j u d g e t ol d u s w e di d n ot q u alif y f or a b o n d h e ari n g. I h a d a cr e di bl e

f e ar i nt er vi e w at Dill e y, b ut w as d e ni e d, j ust li k e e v er y o n e h er e. T h er e is n o w a y o ut.

3 1.  T h e o nl y p ers o n w h o h as t al k e d t o m e a b o ut m y c as e is t h e l a w y er fr o m R AI C E S.

W e d o n ot h a v e a c as e m a n a g er h er e.

3 2.  W h e n e v er s o m e o n e c o m es fr o m C o n gr ess, w e ar e n’t all o w e d t o l e a v e o ur r o o ms.

W e ar e p ut o n l o c k d o w n w h e n e v er t h er e ar e visit ors, a n d w h e n e v er t h er e ar e pr ot ests

o utsi d e. Pr ot est s h a p p e n a l ot.

3 3. I k n o w of a fri e n d h er e w h o fil es gri e v a n c es a n d h as b e e n t ol d if h e d o es n’t st o p,

h e’ll b e s e nt s o m e w h er e els e. I h a v e ot h er fri e n ds w h o h a v e c o m pl ai n e d, a n d t h e y h a v e

b e e n d e p ort e d.

3 4.  E d u c ati o n h er e d o es n’t w or k f or  . H e s a ys it’s v er y b a d. S o m e t e a c h ers ar e

ni c e, b ut s o m e t e a c h er s m a k e hi m sit al o n e if h e tri es t o h el p a n ot h er ki d. O n e t e a c h er i s

p arti c ul arl y stri ct.

3 5.  f e els b a d w h e n h e c a n’t g o o ut w h e n h e w a nt s t o a n d c a n’t bri n g s n a c ks

o utsi d e t h e pl a y ar e a; h e t ell s m e t h e y y ell at y o u w h e n y o u d o tr y t o l e a v e wit h f o o d.
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E X HI BI T 

R E D A C T E D  V E R SI O N  O F  D O C U M E N T 
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I,  S    D    C  ,  d e cl ar e  as f oll o ws: 

1.   T his t esti m o n y is  b as e d  o n  m y  p ers o n al  k n o wl e d g e  a n d t h e f oll o wi n g f a ct s  ar e tr u e 

t o t h e  b est  of  m y  u n d erst a n di n g  a n d r e c oll e cti o n.  

2.   I  a m  1 5  y e ars  ol d.  I  a m fr o m   .  

3.   I s p e a k  S p a nis h. 

  

Dill e y I C E  D et e nti o n  C e nt e r 

4.   I  h a v e  b e e n  d et ai n e d  at  Dill e y f or  1 4 3  d a ys t his  m o st r e c e nt ti m e,  a n d t his is  m y 

s e c o n d ti m e  b ei n g  d et ai n e d  at  Dill e y.  I’ v e  w ait e d f or s o  m a n y  w e e ks t o  g et  o ut  of  h er e. 

M y  m o m  a n d I r e c ei v e  n o i nf or m ati o n  a b o ut  w h at is  h a p p e ni n g  or  h o w l o n g  w e  will  b e 

h er e.  Aft er  m o nt hs  of  d et e nti o n, t h e  offi ci al s  o n l y t ol d  us t h at t h er e  w as  a  mi st a k e i n  o n e 

of  o ur f or ms t h at  w e  h a d t o r efil e,  a n d t h at  w as  c o ntri b uti n g t o  us r e m ai ni n g  d et ai n e d.  M y 

m o m tri es t o  b e str o n g,  b ut  w e  h a v e  b e e n  w aiti n g f or fr e e d o m f or s o l o n g t h at s o m eti m es 

s h e  cri es i n t h e  c or n er. 

5.   T h e first ti m e t h e y  d et ai n e d  m e  h er e f or  a f e w  d a ys,  b ut t h at  w as s o  diff er e nt t h a n 

m y  c urr e nt  d et e nti o n.  Aft er  b ei n g  b a c k  h er e f or s o  m a n y  m o nt hs, I  h a v e st art e d t o f e el 

li k e  all t h e  d a ys  ar e t h e s a m e  a n d I’ m st u c k  b et w e e n f o ur  w alls.  T h e  o nl y t hi n g t h at 

c h a n g es fr o m  d a y t o  d a y i s t h e t o pi cs  w e s p e a k  a b o ut.  All t h e  ki d s  w h o I  h a v e  g ott e n t o 

k n o w  h a v e st art e d t o l os e t h eir  a bilit y t o tr y t o st a y  u p b e at, t o o.  

6.   It f e el s  d e pr es si n g t o j u st  g o t o t h e s a m e  pl a c e  e v er y  d a y  a n d s a y  g o o d b y e t o s o 

m a n y  p e o pl e  w hil e I r e m ai n st u c k  h er e.  W h e n  m y l ast fri e n d l eft, I  w e nt  b a c k t o t h e r o o m 

a n d j ust  cri e d. I  as k e d  m y  m o m,  “ W h y  ar e  w e  still  h er e ? ” I j ust  w a nt  a  n or m al lif e. I  w a nt 

t o  b e fr e e.  

7.   I C E  h as  k e pt  m e s e p ar at e d fr o m  m y  b a b y sist er f or  ei g ht  m o nt hs. I li v e d  wit h  h er 

w h e n s h e  w as  a  n e w b or n. I still t hi n k  a b o ut  h ol di n g  h er  w h e n s h e  w as t hr e e  m o nt h s  ol d 

a n d t h e  b o n d  w e  d e v el o p e d.  W e f elt s o  c o n n e ct e d. I j u st  w a nt t o  b e  wit h  h er. I tr y t o  m a k e 

c all s,  b ut I  al w a ys f e el s a d  b e c a us e  e v e n t h o u g h I  k n e w  h er  as  a  b a b y, I’ m  mi ssi n g 

mil e st o n es li k e  h er first st e ps.  T h es e  ar e s u c h s p e ci al  m o m e nts t h at I  w a nt e d t o  b e t h er e 
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f or  a n d it  h urts t o  mi ss t h os e  e x p eri e n c es.  M y  m o m f e els s o s a d  b e c a us e s h e  c a n n ot  b e 

t h er e t o  c o mf ort  h er  or  h el p  h er  wit h  h er  n e c essiti es. It j u st f e el s s o  u gl y t o  h a v e t o  h e ar 

a b o ut  h er  wit h o ut  b ei n g  wit h  h er. 

E v e n t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  d et ai n e d  h er e f or  o v er f o ur  m o nt h s, t h e I C E  offi c er s  d o

n ot  gi v e  u s  a n y i nf or m ati o n  a b o ut  h o w l o n g  w e  will  b e  h er e.  T h e y j u st s a y t h e  or d er s  ar e

fr o m  a b o v e t h e m.

I f e el s o s a d  a n d i m p ot e nt  b e c a u s e I  d o  n ot  h a v e i nf or m ati o n  a b o ut  w h at  will

h a p p e n  a n d I s e e  m y  m o m l o si n g  h o p e. I  w a s tr yi n g t o  k e e p  m y  e m oti o n s  u p t o  gi v e

ot h er s str e n gt h,  b ut  w h e n e v er  w e  g et  b a d  n e w s,  I f e el s o s a d.  A l ot  of t h e ti m e, I tr y t o  d o

br e at hi n g  e x er cis es t o st a y  c al m.  B ut  w h e n I  k e e p s o  m u c h  b ottl e d  u p i nsi d e, it f e els  e v e n

w ors e. I f e el s o l o c k e d  u p  n o w t h at I  d o  n ot  e v e n  w a nt t o  g o  a n y w h er e i n si d e t h e f a cilit y

a n y m or e.  E v e n t h o u g h I  h a v e  a  p a s s, I j u st  d o  n ot  w a nt t o  g et  u p  a n d  g o  o ut si d e. I  u s e d t o

l o v e s c h o ol,  b ut I  d o  n ot  w a nt t o  g o  a n y m or e.  S o m eti m e s t h e  offi c er s  w h o  s e e  m e s a y,

“ O h, I t h o u g ht  y o u  h a d l eft. ” I f e el  d e pr ess e d.

I  k e e p  a  c al e n d ar i n  m y  n ot e b o o k  w h er e I m ar k  a n  “ X ”  n e xt t o  e a c h  p assi n g  d a y t o

tr a c k  h o w l o n g I’ v e  b e e n  h er e. I tr y t o  k e e p tr a c k  of t h e i m p ort a nt d a ys, t o o, li k e  w h e n  w e

h a v e i m mi gr ati o n  c o urt,  b e c a u s e t h at i s t h e  o nl y t hi n g I  c a n l o o k f or w ar d t o. I  g o t o

li br ar y  e v er y  d a y l o o ki n g f or  m or e i nf or m atio n  a b o ut  o ur  c as e i n t h e s y st e m,  b ut I  d o  n ot

fi n d i nf or m ati o n. I fe el  disill usi o n e d  a n d it  m a k es  m e  cr y  wit h  a n xi et y t h at I  mi g ht  n ot  g et

o ut  of  h er e.

E v er yt hi n g f e el s s o  b a d  h er e  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e s p e nt s o  m u c h ti m e  h er e. If  w e  h a d

o nl y s p e nt  a  c o u pl e  of  d a y s,  m a y b e t hi n g s  w o ul d f e el  diff er e nt.  H a vi n g t o sl e e p  wit h t h e

li g ht s  o n  all t h e ti m e f or  m o nt h s  h a s  m a d e  m e s o tir e d. I  d o  n ot  k n o w  w h at it  m e a n s t o

h a v e  a  pl e a s a nt  ni g ht  of sl e e p  a n y m or e.  E v e n  w h e n  w e fi n all y f all  a sl e e p  wit h t h e li g ht s

o n l at e  at  ni g ht, t h e y  k n o c k l o u dl y  o n t h e  d o or  at  6  a m   e v er y  m or ni n g  a n d  c all  o ur 

n a m e s, w hi c h  w a k e s  u s  b a c k  u p.

T w o  d a y s  a g o, t h e st aff  di d s o m et hi n g s c ar y.  A b o ut  5  offi c ers  wit h I C E  b a d g es  a n d

a b o ut  1 0 st aff fr o m  C or e Ci vi c  c a m e i nt o t h e  h all w a y  b et w e e n t h e r o o m s  w h er e  w e sl e e p
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ar o u n d  9  p m. It  w a s  d ar k  o ut si d e,  a n d t h e y st art e d  c o v eri n g  o ur  wi n d o w s  b y st a n di n g i n 

fr o nt  of t h e m.  W e  w er e  n ot  all o w e d t o l e a v e  o ur r o o m, s o  w e tri e d t o l o o k  o ut t h e 

wi n d o w t o s e e  w h at  w as  h a p p e ni n g.  W e s a w t h e y  br o u g ht  c h ai ns  a n d s h a c kl es i nt o t h e 

r o o m  a cr o ss fr o m  u s.  T h e y  gr a b b e d t his  w om a n fr o m t h at r o o m  a n d s h e  a n d  h er  d a u g ht er 

st art e d  cr yi n g.  S h e  h a d  a  p e n di n g  a p p e al i n  h er i m mi gr ati o n  c as e  a n d  w as  w aiti n g f or  h er 

r e s p o ns e fr o m t h e  c o urt  a n d  st art e d  s a yi n g  h er  c as e  w as  n ot  o v er  a n d t h at t h e y  c o ul d  n ot 

d e p ort  h er  at t his  p oi nt.  B ut t h e n, t h e y  c h ai n e d  h er ri g ht t h er e.  H er  1 0- y e ar- ol d  cri e d 

h ar d er  as s h e  w at c h e d  h er  m o m  b e s h a c kl e d.  T h e  offi c ers j u st t o o k t h e m  a w a y  a n d  p ut 

t h e m i n  a  c ar. It  m a d e  us  all s o s c ar e d.  T hi s  w as s o  diff er e nt t h a n  w h e n  ot h er  p e o pl e 

l e a v e. 

1 3.   T h e  c hil dr e n i n t h at r o o m  c a m e  o v er t o  o urs  aft er w ar d s  a n d  w e  w er e i n s h o c k.  T h e

girl  w h o  w as i n t h e  b u n k  n e xt t o t h at f a mil y s ai d s h e f elt s o  a wf ul t h at s h e  h a d t o  w at c h

a n d  c o ul d  n ot  d o  a n yt hi n g t o  h el p.  N o w  w e  ar e  all f e eli n g s o s c ar e d t h at t his  will  h a p p e n

t o  us.  W e  n o w f e el li k e t h e  p e o pl e  w h o  w or k  h er e  ar e  c a p a bl e  of  d oi n g  a n yt hi n g t o  us.

1 4.   T h e l a c k  of  di g nit y  a n d r es p e ct t h at t h e st aff s h o w e d t h at  ni g ht r e all y s h o c k e d  m e. I

d o  n ot  k n o w  w h y t h e y  h a d t o r e m o v e  h er li k e t h at.  T h at  w o m a n  di d  n ot  d o  a n yt hi n g  b a d

t h at  m a d e  h er  d es er v e t h at tr e at m e nt  or t o  b e  m a d e  a s p e ct a cl e i n fr o nt  of s o  m a n y

f a mili es. It s e e m e d li k e t h e y  w er e tr yi n g t o  e m b arr ass  h er  a n d  m a k e  us  all s c ar e d.  W h y

c o ul d t h e y  n ot j u st  c all  a  m e eti n g  wit h  h er  a n d t al k t o  h er ? It  al s o  m a k es  us  all f e arf ul,

b e c a us e  w e  h a v e  o ur  o w n  c as es  p e n di n g,  a n d  w h at  h a p p e ns if  offi c ers  d e ci d e t o  c h ai n  us,

t o o ? I  w o n’t  h a v e  a n y  w a y t o  d ef e n d  m ys elf.

1 5.   A n ot h er ti m e, I C E t o o k  a  w o m a n  w h o  w as  v er y  pr e g n a nt  wit h t o d dl ers t o  b e

d e p ort e d,  b ut t h e  pil ot  w o ul d  n ot l et  h er  b o ar d t h e fli g ht.  W h e n s h e  c a m e  b a c k, s h e  w as

cr yi n g  b e c a us e s h e  h a d t o st a y  d et ai n e d.

1 6.   T h er e is still  n o  w a y t o  c o m m u ni c at e  wit h  p e o pl e  vi a  o ur  G m ail  e m ails,  a n d  w e

c a n n ot  us e  G o o gl e t o l o o k  u p i nf or m ati o n  a b o ut  h o w t o  d o i m mi gr ati o n  a p p e al s.

1 7.  I  h a v e  n e v er s e e n  a  vi d e o  a b o ut  m y ri g hts. I  o nl y  e v er f o u n d  o ut  a b o ut  m y ri g hts

w h e n I l o o k e d t h e m  u p i n  C h at G P T.  B ut t h e n t h e li br ar y t o o k  a w a y  a c c es s t o  C h at G P T,
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t o o,  w hi c h I  us e d t o l o o k  u p l e g al i nf or m ati o n  a n d  m e di c al  q u esti o ns  a b o ut  h o w t o tr e at 

m y  all er gi es.    

1 8.   I  h a v e  v er y s e nsiti v e s ki n,  a n d t h e  b or d ers  of t h e l a u n dr y  m a c hi n es,  w hi c h  ar e 

al w a ys  dirt y,  gi v e  m e r as h es  a n d  hi v es.  M y s ki n f e els s o it c h y,  a n d s o m eti m es it is r e d. 

T h e f e eli n g  d o es  n ot  g o  a w a y.  S o m eti m es  w h e n I  d o t h e l a u n dr y, t h e  cl ot h es  all  c o m e  o ut 

st ai n e d,  a n d it  m a k es  m e t hi n k t h er e  ar e  b a ct eri a  all  o v er  e v er yt hi n g.  

1 9.   I  h a v e s e e n  a l ot  of  p e o pl e  w h o  w er e si c k  wit h  c o u g hs  a n d  v o miti n g  w h o t h e 

m e di c al  p e o pl e t ur n e d  a w a y.  T h e y t ol d  di d  n ot  n e e d tr e at m e nt.  

2 0.   T h e  n urs es  h er e  o nl y  e v er  gi v e  T yl e n ol r e g ar dl ess  of t h e t y p e  of si c k n ess.  

2 1.   I  h a v e n’t  b e e n  a bl e t o  m a k e  a n y fr e e  pr o b o n o  c all s  h er e  b y  usi n g t h e s yst e m  w h er e 

y o u  ar e s u p p os e d t o  m ar k  6. I s a w  a  w o m a n tr y it r e c e ntl y,  a n d it  di d  n ot  w or k.  

2 2.   T h e  e d u c ati o n  pr o vi d e d  us e d t o  b e  o nl y  o n e  h o ur  of  cl ass es,  w h er e t h e y  o nl y l et  1 2 

ki ds i n.  Ki ds  w o ul d  g o  e arl y,  a n d  b e t ur n e d   a w a y  b e c a us e t h er e  w er e  m or e t h a n  1 2.  T h e 

t e a c h er  w o ul d j ust t ell t h e m t o  c o m e  e arli er t h e  n e xt.  B ut  e v e n  w h e n I  g ot i nt o t h e 

h o url o n g  cl ass, t h e t e a c h er  w o ul d j u st  gi v e  u s  a  p a c k et  a n d s a y t o  d o it. It  w as t h e s a m e 

e v er y ti m e. I tri e d t o t ell t h e t e a c h er t h at I  alr e a d y  di d t his,  b ut t h e y j u st s ai d t o  d o it 

a g ai n.  T h at  e x p eri e n c e  di d  n ot f e el li k e s c h o ol, s o I st o p p e d  g oi n g. I  h e ar t h e y  h a v e 

e x p a n d e d t h e  h o urs,  b ut I  c a n n ot i m a gi n e it’s  a n y  b ett er.  

2 3.   W hil e  w e  c a n s p e a k  wit h  a l ot  of  p e o pl e  b e c a us e  w e s p e a k  S p a nis h, t h e  p e o pl e 

w h o  d o  n ot  k n o w  S p a nis h  or  E n glis h r e all y str u g gl e  h er e.  M y  m o m tri es t o  h el p t h e 

T ur ki s h f a mili es  a n d  ot h er f a mili es  w h o  d o  n ot  k n o w  E n glis h  or  S p a nis h  wit h t h e t a bl ets, 

b ut t h e y  d o  n ot r e all y  h a v e  a  w a y t o  u n d erst a n d t hi n gs.  

2 4.   H o w l o n g  will  w e  h a v e t o  b e  h er e ?  W e  ar e r e as o n a bl e  p e o pl e  a n d  w e  d o  n ot  p os e 

a n y ri s k.  W e  w a nt t o f oll o w r ul es.  W e  d o  n ot  u n d erst a n d t h e r e as o n t h e y  w o ul d  k e e p  us 

s o l o n g.  T his  d o es  n ot  h el p  a n y o n e. It s e e ms li k e  w e  ar e still  h er e  b e c a us e t h e  p e o pl e 

hi g h er  u p i n t h e  g o v er n m e nt  w a nt t o f e el  g o o d  a b o ut t h e ms el v es  a n d t h eir  e g os. I j ust 

w a nt  a  n or m al lif e  wit h  m y f a mil y  a n d si st er.  
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I, G  S , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are 

true to the best of my understanding and recollection.  
2. I am 12 years old. I am from  and so is my sister, but my parents are from 

.    
3. I speak English, , and .  

4. My family and I were living in Los Angeles, California for about four years before 
coming here.  

5. I have been detained at Dilley for 64 days. I’m here with my dad, mom, and 
younger sister.  

6. I was in sixth grade in LA, and my sister was in fifth grade. I liked my school a lot 
there. My favorite subject was Physical Education.  

7. The four of us were living in an apartment in LA. We used to live with my cousins, 
but then my cousins moved to live in the floor above us.  

8. Since getting here, something I miss the most is how my cousins and I used to 
hang around. I miss them a lot.  

9. We always studied a lot before coming here. It was study, study, study. Here, it’s 
not like that.  

10. We were detained because we voluntarily showed up to an ICE check-in in LA. 
We’ve always showed up to our ICE check-ins. We’ve never missed one. 

11. We stayed in a hotel for one night before coming here. It was right in front of the 
LAX airport, but I don’t remember the name. We had no privacy, because three ICE 

officers also stayed in the room with the four of us. There were two beds. We got the 
beds, and they slept on the couch. It was very uncomfortable.  

12. Then, we took a plane the next day to San Antonio and came straight here, to 
Dilley.  
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Dilley ICE Detention Center 
13. After about 15-20 days of arriving here, we had a DNA test. We asked why they 

had to do that, and they responded for security reasons. They made up an excuse, they 
said to ensure no one is taking other people’s kids, that we had to prove my dad was 

actually my dad. They did the DNA testing for everyone in my family, including me. 
We’ve heard of other families having to do that too. 
14. We never received a know your rights training. I have never heard of or seen an I-
770 form.  
15. We remember the video playing when we first came in. There was someone 
talking on it, but we don’t remember anything about it.  
16. Before meeting with you, we had heard the word Flores before. Our lawyer said 
we are going to do the parole request under Flores.  
17. We never heard it from anyone here though. We never knew we were only 
supposed to be here for 20 days. Some people have been here for 10 months, so that 

doesn’t seem true.  
18. I have never received an individual release hearing.  
19. Once when we talked to ICE, they said that if we didn't sign our travel documents 
we could be separated. My dad was scared of this so he signed for us. My mom has not 

signed yet, though, which is why we are still here. 
20. I have never seen a judge here, just ICE officers.  
21. The only thing we got when we arrived was the list of free legal services. 
22. About two weeks ago, we received the handbook. It was in . They asked us 

to sign and we signed.  
23. We haven’t gotten any shampoo. They said those are only for babies. If we want 

shampoo, we have to buy it at the store. 
24. We are not getting floss. We are getting very cheap toothbrushes and toothpaste. 

You can buy better stuff at the store. The toothbrushes are really small.  
25. My mom has diabetes and rheumatoid arthritis.  
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26. Once, they kept her in the medical annex for five days so they could test out new 
medicines on her. They would check her blood in the morning and at night. And one 

morning, it was 279. This is very bad. It’s dangerous. You could go into a coma. 
27. My dad argued with them to stop the medication, because she was getting so bad.  
28. Since 2018, he has been giving her medication and food and knows how her 
disease works. 
29. They aren’t giving her all the medicines she used to be on before here. At first, the 
food they were giving her was also all wrong.  
30. Now, they are giving her a special diet. 
31. She only got a special diet for the first time last week. My dad has been asking all 

the time for her to get this.  
32. My mom, sister, and I also need a vegetarian diet on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 

religious purposes, and the staff just say to eat off the salad bar. We are , except my 
dad is Christian. 
33. My mom also has a back hernia that was never operated on.  
34. For nine days now, she can barely move her right leg. She’s been trying to walk 

but it’s getting worse. She has slept at medical for the last nine nights. So has my sister.  
35. We are able to visit them during the day.  
36. Today, the doctor came and finally saw her after she has been in medical for the 
past nine days. He saw her the first day she was in medical for this foot issue, and did not 

see her at all the other days until today. We asked them, “Why aren’t you referring her to 
a specialist?” Then the doctor got mad at my dad and said, “You’re going to tell me when 

to send her to a specialist? If you’re going to talk to me like this, I’ll tell security to not 
let you in anymore.” 
37. This all affects me because if we go back to , my dad will get in trouble. He is 
not safe there. Then, who will take care of my mom? Me. 
38. I am nervous my mom could get worse. 
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39. It’s difficult to watch the staff here not help her. I get very mad, but I can’t say 
much about it. A nurse is supposed to help you. They don’t even clean the room she’s in. 
40. The food is really bad here. They reuse the food. For example, today if there are 
hotdogs, in two days there will be mini corndogs. It’s gross. 
41. If I could change the food here, I would want fresh food every day, and you could 
go eat any time you want. Right now, there are certain times to eat, and if you don’t go 

then you’ll starve.  
42. I miss  foods, they don’t have any  food here. My mom and aunt used 

to cook it for us.  
43. They put filters on the water, but it still smells like chloride. It’s very heavy. One 

time it caused us to throw up, but now we just drink bottled water. First it was 30 dollars 
per case, but now it’s 10 dollars. A lot of people complained when Congress came, so 

they had to lower the price.  
44. I can’t sleep well here. Back at home, I like to sleep in darkness. It’s not dark here. 

You can’t put something up like a towel to block the light. Sometimes there are noises at 
night too from staff. We don’t feel comfortable using the eye masks.  
45. It makes me feel hopeless to be here for so long, because now it’ll take me and my 
whole family a long time to get back to normal because of how much money and 

education we have lost. We lost the apartment in LA. They are throwing out all of our 
stuff. Our cousins tried to save the most that they could before the landlord threw it all 

out.  
46. I can’t talk to my friends because I don’t know any of their phone numbers. It’s 

pretty expensive to talk on the phone. If you don’t have money here and you’re about to 
be deported, you’re screwed. You’re probably starving from the food here and you can’t 

tell anyone where you are going.  
47. We have received one visit from my uncle.  
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Sometimes my parents have a tough time communicating with staff, because they
don’t speak a lot of English. They ta  me or my sister because we know English 
better than them.

One time ICE told my dad to get lost. My dad was just trying to ask if there was an

appeal in our file. The ICE officer lost his mind a bit at us.

I have never heard of a case manager. We just go to the chapel to talk to ICE if we

have to.
We have been here when there have been lockdowns. Any time there is an outsider

coming, everyone must be in their rooms. And, you have to be escorted to the dining hall
or medical. It has happened maybe four times since I’ve been here.

My dad used the grievance system one time for the doctor who threatened him.
The religious guy in the chapel told us about the grievance system. Otherwise, we

wouldn’t have known. No one had previously told us how to do this. They just told us
certain rules like you can’t wash your blankets and you can’t wear slippers outside.

I used to go to the education room during the day. I went because my friends were
going, but now I don’t go. My mom’s condition is getting worse, so I am just staying
with her.

I feel very bored here a lot. You can go to the library or the gym, but it’s different

when you don’t have your freedom. The timing to go anywhere is all limited too.
We can only use the tablets to access prayers from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., but there is a

prayer we are supposed to do at 4 a.m. We can’t access the tablets at that time to pray.
There isn’t really a silent place to pray here. There is a time for Quran and the Bible in
the Chapel, but that’s it. There isn’t a time for our religion.

My sister has a lot of stomach pain. We think it’s from the food, but we aren’t sure

what it is. They are just giving her Ibuprofen and Tylenol.
My dad also needs a knee brace. He has asked for an MRI, but the staff said no.

If I could change one thing here it would be to shut down the whole facility.
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I, R  R  M , declare as follows: 
This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are

true to the best of my understanding and recollection.
I am 40 years old.  I am from .

I speak Spanish.

I have been detained at Dilley since March 24, 2026, about 30 days. I am here with

my daughter , who is 11.
Before I arrived at this facility, I was living in Texas with my daughter for about

three years. I lived in Houston, then Dallas for eight months, then back to Houston. I was
visiting in San Antonio when I was arrested.

I was arrested in my car; the police noticed that my car was missing lights. All five
people in the car were arrested, including my daughter and me; three have already been
deported. Everyone in the car was handcuffed except my daughter, who was screaming
and crying. My daughter and I spent the night in jail; after a day, my daughter and I were
brought to Dilley.

No one told me my daughter could stay with someone else.

My daughter does not eat the food because she doesn’t like it; she only eats the
salad. I only eat the salad because the other food makes me sick.

My daughter and I can’t drink the water here because it makes us sick; our friends
give us bottled water and we split a bottle between us.

My daughter cries all the time and is sad and doesn’t want to be here. She misses
her friends from school and was doing very well there. Now that she’s here, she doesn’t
like to leave the room or go outside.

No one told me about my or my daughter’s legal rights until RAICES attorneys
met with me after I had been here more than two weeks. I only heard about  from
other people here after they saw me crying and told me about it and the 20 days and gave
me the RAICES phone number. I never saw a video or got a form about my rights.
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The RAICES lawyers told me that my daughter could be released without me, but
we don’t want to be separated.

But I am afraid to go back to  because I am afraid I will be killed. I have
not had a credible fear interview.

The beds are too hard and hurt our backs and necks. We wake up sore all over our
bodies. I get a headache from the lights. My daughter sleeps on the top bunk and moves
around a lot because she has trouble falling asleep because of the lights.

The RAICES attorneys said they would come back, but I am not sure when I will

see them.
ICE told me I could get $2,600 if I sign a voluntary departure form.

CoreCivic staff yell at my daughter whenever she doesn’t stay near me.

Whenever there are visitors here, they do not let my daughter and me leave our

room.

There is nothing more than coloring here for my daughter; she is not learning

anything.

Neither my daughter nor I have enough clothes and they are too big for us. When

we ask for different clothes, staff are not nice to us and refuse to give us what we need.

We can only get shampoo if we buy it. We only got soap when my friend left it for

us; otherwise, we only get soap if I go around asking for it.
When my daughter grows up, she would like to be a doctor
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I, A  L  G , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge and the following facts are true 

to the best of my understanding and recollection.  
2. I am from . 

3. I have been detained at Dilley for 77 days with my husband and my four-year-old 
daughter, . 

 
Dilley ICE Detention Center 
4. My daughter suffers at night because she has to sleep in a separate area from her 
dad. She cries every night when she has to leave him. I have to pick her up to get her to 

come to our bedroom. She does not understand why her dad cannot stay with her and 
asks me over and over why dad is not with us. Then she cries herself to sleep and wakes 

up crying and scared throughout the night. She is so depressed.  
5. We have never gotten the opportunity for my daughter spend a night with my 

husband. Since we got here, the staff have told us that children have to spend the night 
with their mom unless there is an emergency where the mom goes to the hospital. Even if 

a child says they want to spend one night with their dad, the officers would not allow any 
child to do so. 

6. It is also hard for  to sleep because the lights stay on all night. We are not 
allowed to cover our heads with towels to block it out, and when we try to the guards 

bang the doors open with their radios on loud and wake everyone up. They come in and 
out of the room a lot and it always wakes her up. 

7. We also wake up with back pain here, because the mattresses are so thin. My 
daughter sleeps on top of me trying to be more comfortable.  

8. Sometimes  doesn’t want to play or do anything but lie down on top of me 
because she is so sad. The few times that I left her with my husband so that I could have a 

bit of time alone, the officials asked where I was immediately. So, I generally cannot 
have a moment to myself, even if my head hurts. 
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9. My whole head is inflamed. It feels like there is water in my ears, and they feel 
bad. I have pain that goes up my neck and into my teeth. I do not know what is causing it. 

But no matter what type of pain or sickness we have, whenever we go to medical, they 
give us ibuprofen. I wish there was some way to get a real diagnosis. My mom is a health 

director, and I know that it’s not good to just take high doses of ibuprofen all the time.  
10. My daughter has lost her appetite over the months we have spent here. We are 

always trying to motivate her to eat, but each meal is harder than the last. It has gotten 
worse over time. At first, she would eat some food, but as the days go on, there are more 

and more things she will not eat. Mealtime has become a struggle because she cries a lot 
and does not want to eat. 

11. Her anxiety has led her to start biting her nails non-stop, too.   
12. We try to take her to school to try to get her to have some interaction with other 

children. Starting last week, they started having some more school hours. The class she 
goes to is for children who are ages 4 to 7, and it makes our 4-year-old feel frustrated 

because she does not understand the things that the older kids do. 
13. She has had many stomachaches, too, while here and is constantly getting spots all 

over her face. We do not know what it is. They gave her a small baby shampoo when we 
first got here, but it is so small that it ran out, so we have had to buy shampoo since then. 

Even still, we all have dry and peeling skin from the water in the showers and the soap.  
14. There are some days when my husband’s stomach hurts, and he finds the pain feels 

worse when he drinks the tap water. We try to save up to buy water bottles, because the 
tap water gives our daughter diarrhea. The guards say the water is fine, but they will not 

drink it. It tastes so bad. So, while everyone uses the sink water for washing our hands, 
anyone who can buy water does so that they will not feel sick. One trick I use is taking 

ice and letting it melt. That melted ice water does not make me feel as sick, but it means I 
must wait for it to melt. 

15. This week, a congressperson came, and we all felt hopeful that he would be able to 
help with what is happening here.  
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Still, no one has explained to us why we are still here. All of the families who have
been here for a long time talk with each other, and we do not know what about our cases
is keeping us detained. When I talk to ICE officers, they say we have to wait for our next
court date, but mine isn’t scheduled yet, so we have no idea how long we have to wait.

After the last court date, an ICE officer told me I would have to be here 21 more
days, even though I had been here for a long time. When I asked why, she said “I do not
know why, it says it in the system.” I tried to ask more questions, but she said there were
other people waiting and that I had to go.

I feel so frustrated that I cannot do anything to get my daughter out of here. At
times, I have gone to ask ICE officials for more information, but they just say I need to
wait. They do not take what is happening to our daughter’s mental health seriously. The
staff say that there are some people who have been here longer and we just need to wait.

There are some people who have spoken to reporters, but doing that makes me
scared because I think ICE might retaliate against us and keep us longer.

We still do not have access to Gmail here to contact our lawyers. Yesterday,
someone new to Dilley asked the library how to email his lawyers, and the people in the
library said he could not use Gmail and would have to use Proton. But people have to pay
for Proton, so we cannot really use it.

For the past month, some of us have been praying at night and singing hymns.
There was one person who led us in prayer and the mariachi brothers helped make the
music. The person led us left so now we are in charge of leading the songs. But we 
need to learn the songs, so we tried to look up some hymns in the library on the 
computer, but they were all blocked. When we asked the staff in the library for access to 
lyrics for hymns, they said that looking up that information was not allowed.

The facility also took away our access ChatGPT after they noticed people printing
information about how to ask for information and make grievances. The staff are just
trying to stop us from having access to tools to advocate for ourselves.
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I, E  C M , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are

true to the best of my understanding and recollection.
2. I am 38 years old.  I am from .

3. I speak Spanish.
4. I have been detained at Dilley for 91 days with my son, , who is 13 years

old.
5. I came to the U.S. with my son in 2014.  We have lived in Florida for 12 years.  I

also have a 9-year-old son and a 5-year-old daughter.  They are both U.S. citizens.
6. I have been going to ICE check-ins every year since 2015.  About a week before

my most recent ICE check-in, I got a text from ICE saying that I needed to bring
 to my next check-in and they would give me an excuse for his school absence.  I

was scared because I thought that meant we might get detained.
7. I went to the ICE check-in on January 22, 2026.  At first, I was speaking to an ICE

officer who I usually meet with and answering her regular questions.  Then two ICE
officers came in and said that we were being arrested.  They told us that we would not be

getting handcuffed because we were a good family with no problems.  They said they
would take us to a place in Miami first and then to a family detention center where we

could be together.  The ICE agents did not tell us that  had the option of staying
with his stepfather and siblings in Miami.

8. They took us to a border patrol station and we stayed in a room for a couple hours.
They took my fingerprints and ran DNA tests on both of us.  Once I got to Dilley, I later

met a pregnant woman who had also been arrested at her ICE check-in in Miami.  She
said she’d been detained at this same station for a few days in a cold cell with her small

children while waiting for transportation to Dilley.  They slept on the floor with mats and
aluminum blankets.  Hearing her story made me feel grateful that we were only there for

a short time.
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After that, two people picked us up from the office and took us to the airport to
come to Texas.  They explained to us that my son and I would not be separated and they
showed us a video about who they were and what was going to happen.  We then took
two planes to get to San Antonio.  When we arrived in San Antonio, they said we would
be spending the night at a hotel.  We got to the hotel a little after 11 p.m.  About two
hours later, two other people came to our room and replaced the people who had traveled
with us.  The next day, we stayed in that room until about 3 p.m.  I asked if my son and I
could go outside for fresh air because I get anxiety inside a small room for long periods,
but they said unfortunately we could not.  Then around 2 p.m., two different people came
to the hotel to transport us to Dilley.

During this time,  would ask questions and be very pensive.  He said the
only way he would cry is if he saw me cry, so I was trying to be as strong as possible.  I
was so worried that we would be sent to  and that I would not be able to be with
my other children.  I was allowed to make one call to my partner when I was getting
fingerprinted, but at that point I didn’t know what was going to happen.  He was very
worried during this time because he did not know where we were.  I was not allowed to
call him and my children again until we were at Dilley.

My partner shared that when he showed up at school to pick up our children that
day instead of me, my nine-year-old started crying and said “Where is mom? Did she get
arrested?”  I am so worried about my children.  We are so close.  They would even sleep
with me.

When I got to Dilley I was absolutely devastated.  I had a horrible headache and
even vomited from the stress of the apprehension and being separated from my younger
children.

At the intake, they gave us clothes and allowed us to shower.  They also -rayed
both m .  I’m not sure why.
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During the orientation, I remember that they spoke to us about getting money for
voluntary departure.  I don’t recall anyone mentioning anything about  or 
rights.

They assigned us to a room with other mothers and their sons.  We have been
moved three times to different rooms.  We started off in the red area and now we are in
the yellow area.

It is very hard to sleep with the lights on all night.  It’s harder for my son because
he has to sleep on the top bunk.  The officers will not let parents sleep on the top bunk so
I am not able to switch places with him.  There is a small difference in the light when
some are turned off, but it is still too bright and doesn’t help.  They offer eye masks but
they are so tight and uncomfortable.  They would leave marks on my son’s face and he
didn’t want to wear them.  My son also complains a lot about having back pain from the
bunk beds.

My son has gotten so bored with the food and he will only eat limited number of
things.  The mealtimes are also challenging because breakfast and dinner are served so
early.  I need to buy snacks at the commissary because he is hungry in the evenings.  We
can only go to the commissary once a week so I have to plan ahead with buying food and
water.  The only fruit they give us is from cans.  When my son sees some people with
special diets getting fresh grapes, he really craves them.  I told him that once we get out
of here, he can have all the grapes he wants.

Since the beginning, I have always bought bottled water for my son.  I used to let
the ice melt that they give us and drink that water.  The tap water always tasted weird and
made me feel a weird sensation when I would drink it, but I couldn’t afford to buy it for
both of us because it used to cost $30 for a 24-pack.  Then one day, I saw a bunch of
white particles in the bottom of the cup of water from the melted ice – and I did not feel
comfortable drinking the tap anymore.

They recently reduced the price of water to $9 and now I have the “luxury” of
drinking clean water, too.  At a community meeting about a month ago, a mother stated
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that it was very unkind not to give children water.  The following week, they had lowered 
the price of the water.  I do not know if it was connected.  At the community meeting 

about a week ago, a different mother raised how hard it was for children not to get fresh 
fruit when they are seeing other people eat it who have special diets.   
20. They gave us some hygiene products when we first got here – a toothbrush that
broke after the first use, a small tube of transparent toothpaste, a tiny lotion, a deodorant

that was not adequate.  They did not give us shampoo or soap – they just expect us to use
the hand soap in the showers.  We buy shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and

deodorant at the commissary.  We ask to be able to buy wipes to use, but they do not sell
them.

21. My son talks to his stepfather and siblings every day.  When we got here, we were
given $5 each for a call, but after that children have to pay for calls to family members.

We end up spending $26-30 every two days on phone calls to my children in Miami.
22. I feel being here at Dilley is a like a trial and God is testing me.  I try to focus on

that there must be a purpose to what I am going through.  I can see all the bad things that
are happening, but I am grateful that my children are alive.  At this point I am so tired,

and I feel like I will just have to do whatever they decide.  But I am worried about my
son.  He believes that he will go back to Miami, and that is what has been keeping him

going.  I know there’s a real possibility that we won’t be able to go back and I am scared
of having that conversation with him.
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I, W  L , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are

true to the best of my understanding and recollection. 
2. I am 34 years old.  I am from .

3. I speak .
4. I have been detained at Dilley for two months. I am here with my seven-year-old
daughter and my husband. 

5. When we arrived to the United States, we were taken to CBP. We had to be in CBP

for eight days. It was very crowded, there were a lot of people and they were always 

coming in and out. There were probably about 20 people in one cell with me and my 

daughter with everyone sleeping on the ground. 

6. In CBP the only thing we had to eat was burritos every day. My daughter was the

only child there and we were separated from my husband. It was very cold and they only 

gave us t-shirts. I asked for a blanket for my daughter, but they denied me. When one of 

the other detainees left, I was able to use the blanket they had.  

Dilley ICE Detention Center 
7. Here at Dilley my daughter and I sleep in one area but my husband has to be in

another part of the facility. From 8 a m  to 8 p m  every day we are allowed to all be 

together but at night my husband has to go to a different part of the facility. It would be 

ideal if we could be together all the time, as a family unit, but that’s what the rules are 

here and we can’t change them.  

8. We have not been told why we have been here so long. The officers here have told

us that it is the new agenda in the United States that they don’t want immigrants. They 

threatened us to try and pressure us to agree to leave and told us we would be separated 

from our daughter and jailed. But we said we do not want to leave the United States and 

they have not threatened us again. 

9. No one has explained to us what our rights are here at Dilley or what rights our

daughter has here. We were not shown any video about our daughter’s rights here. 
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10. y biggest concern for my daughter here is that there is no school. They say they

have school, but it’s not real school. Our daughter went for one day and the teacher told 

her that if she can’t speak English, she shouldn’t speak at all. They gave her one book in 

, but she can’t read yet and no one is able to help her. I asked her to go back and 

try again but she cried and said she is scared.  

11. When we were first here my daughter would get sick every two weeks or so. Now

that there are fewer people here, she is not getting sick as often. They don’t give her any 

vitamins here. We went to the medical building the first two times my daughter was sick, 

but it was useless. They only give out Tylenol or ibuprofen so it’s not useful to go.  

12. Our daughter really doesn’t like the food here. It doesn’t taste good. The green

beans here are especially gross and they have caused my daughter to throw up and have 

diarrhea. The cauliflower once had bugs in it and now everyone here is afraid to eat that 

and won’t accept it. The food is unhygienic here. Especially when we first arrived our 

stomachs hurt all the time after eating. Our daughter really only eats toast while here and 

she hasn’t been growing or gaining weight. We buy a lot of ramen at the commissary so 

that there is enough food our daughter will eat. 

13. There is an area near where we sleep where we can get snacks during the day and

they often have apples but they are sometimes bruised and I’ve seen worms in them. Two 

different times, I’ve seen milk in the snack area that is spoiled. 

14. It’s hard for our daughter to sleep here because the lights are always on. She can’t

sleep for long periods of time because the lights are on and people are coming in and out 

of the room to inspect. It’s as though she’s always only half asleep. They gave us an eye 

mask, but our daughter doesn’t like to wear it because it’s really uncomfortable. And 

even with the eye mask, there are still people coming in and out of the room at different 

times.  

15. We have access to phones here but it’s too expensive for us to make phone calls. It

costs too much money for us to be able to actually use the phones. 
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16. It’s been difficult for us to communicate with the staff because we don’t speak

English. If something really important is happening, they’ll find an interpreter but it’s not 

something that is usually available. The people who speak Spanish are treated much 

better here.  

17. Our daughter has been bullied here, and the staff don’t do enough to intervene or

help. 

18. The living area doesn’t always feel clean. For example, I don’t think they clean the

water filters and the laundry machines are often very dirty. Also, the toilets here are too 

tall for kids and it’s hard for our daughter to get on and off the toilet by herself.  
19. It’s very difficult to get different clothes and switch clothing sizes. Our daughter

wasn’t given the right size of clothing at first and we had to fill out a form and then wait a 

week to get clothes that fit her. Shoes are the hardest part. The shoes break every couple 

of weeks and when it rains they fall apart. If you need new shoes or need to change the 

size of shoes it takes a very long time.  
20. There is not a lot for our daughter to do here. She watches TV. She has used the

recreation space but she’s pretty bored here. There are only three places she goes – the 

playground, the library, and the gym. Also, there are only ten books in  in the 

entire library. 

21. There is no privacy here, there is no space here where we can be on our own. There

are twelve people in the room my daughter and I sleep in so there is no privacy there. 

Then during the day, there are always people watching you. The officers are always 

watching us.  

22. I don’t think my daughter is growing here – emotionally or physically. It feels like

this place has diminished her. I’m very worried about her social development because 

while we have been here. I really want her to go to a normal school where she can make 

friends and develop. 
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I, J  A  I , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are 

true to the best of my understanding and recollection.  
2. I am 16 years old.  I am from .  

3. I speak English and Spanish. 
4. We have been detained at Dilley for about 50 days.  I am here with my mom and 

my 12-year-old brother.  
5. I have been living in Texas for 8 years.  I am a sophomore in high school and my 

brother is in 6th grade.  My favorite classes in school are Biology, AP Spanish, and 
Business.  In my Business class, we were learning about entrepreneurship, and I was 

excited about what we were going to learn in that class in 11th grade.  My brother likes 
reading and soccer.  

6. About two months ago, my family was sleeping at our home in Austin and 
suddenly I heard a really loud noise at our front door.  It was a Monday morning at about 

5 a.m. and I was half awake because it was almost time to get up for school.  I heard a 
loud pounding on the door and then police were yelling.  Then they made another very 

big sound and I heard a lot of police come charging inside.  I don’t remember how many, 
but it was terrifying.  They came into my little brother’s room and my room.  They 

pointed a gun at my little brother; threw him against a wall; grabbed him by the hair; and 
then put handcuffs on him.  They did the same thing with me.  They also put handcuffs 

and shackles on both my parents’ hands and feet.   
7. Next they separated me and my mom from my dad and my brother.  They took us 

in separate cars, and it was really scary because no one told us where we were going or 
what would happen next.  They brought my mom and I to a detention center in 

Pflugerville.  I was relieved when my dad and brother showed up there about 20 minutes 
later.    

8. At the detention center, they separated my brother, my mom and I from my Dad.  
Around 1 p.m., they told my brother, mom and me that we were going to a family 
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detention center.  They didn’t tell us why our Dad wasn’t going with us or where he was 
going.  I asked if I could give my Dad a hug goodbye, and they said no.  I kept asking and 

asking – but they wouldn’t let me.  That was the last time I saw him.  Apparently, they 
brought my Dad to Dilley at some point but we never saw him and we don’t know how 

long he was here.  He was later brought to another facility, but I am not sure where it is.  
It is hard to be here – especially the food.  I don’t go to breakfast because it is too

early and it’s just the same thing every day.  It’s also hard because they serve dinner very
early.  We have to buy food at the commissary because we’re hungry by 8 p.m.  My mom
especially has a rough time because she’s not getting the medicine she needs for her food
allergies and that causes a rash.

We are tired of not having fresh fruit here.  All we get is a couple kinds of canned
fruit.  It is frustrating because I know they have fresh fruit, but you can only get it if you
have a special diet.  There was a meeting recently with the guards, and we all asked for
fresh fruit, but the guards said it was just for people with special diets.  I don’t 
understand that.

When I first came to Dilley, I drank the water and it made my stomach hurt right
away.  I didn’t want to drink it after that.  I would either melt the ice or drink bottled
water.  We now mainly drink the bottled water because they recently dropped the price.

They do not give kids enough clothes.  They just give you three t-shirts and three
pants or shorts.  So  if you want a pair of pants, you can only have two pairs of shorts.
My mom and I are washing clothes every other day because we don’t have enough
clothes otherwise.

It is hard to sleep with the lights kept on all night.  They will turn off some lights,
but the others are always on.  Even after two months, I’m not used to it and it is still
really hard to sleep.  I tried to wear the eye mask, but it was too tight and I couldn’t sleep

When we first got here, they gave us lotion, toothpaste, deodorant, and a tooth
brush.  The toothpaste didn’t work; the toothbrush fell apart quickly; and the deodorant
was strange and also didn’t work.  The hygiene kit doesn’t include soap or shampoo.
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They said we should use the hand wash in the shower, but my mom used it and it caused 
little spots on her arms.  Now we buy soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, and 

toothbrushes from the commissary, in addition to food to water.  
They tell us we can’t drink apple juice outside our room or the cafeteria.  They say

it’s because of bees, but we see the staff here eating lots of foods and drinking Starbucks
outside and just throwing it in the garbage.

When I first got here, I went to the classroom but no one was teaching us.  They
would just give you a reading and staff would give the answers.  For math, they would
just give worksheets.  Now they have Khan Academy on some of the computers in the
classroom, and that is better but it is not like high school in the U.S. where we have
teachers who are teaching us while we take notes.  It’s not the same at all.

When we got here, they gave us an orientation about the rules and layout here.

They didn’t tell us about our rights.  We learned about  from other residents.
The first days we were here, I was getting nightmares about the police coming to

our house.  I was crying a lot from all the trauma we experienced.  I would try to go to
the gym or go outside to distract myself.  Sometimes I would color different characters
and that would also help me calm down.  I am not having nightmares as often, but I still
feel traumatized.  If there’s a loud sound, I get startled and scared easily.

It feels really unfair to be here when we did nothing wrong.  I am hoping we can
go home soon and stay in the United States.  I want to finish high school, go to a
university, and start my career.
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I, Y  G -P , declare as follows: 
1. This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are 

true to the best of my understanding and recollection.  
2. I am 33 years old.  My daughter is 15 months old, and my son is 12 years old.  My 

son and I are from , and my daughter was born in . 
3. I speak Spanish. 

4. We have been detained at Dilley since March 31, 2026.  We were previously here 
for 27 days in July after we first came to the United States.  ICE released us in August 

without any explanation.  We were put on a bus and driven to a shelter in Laredo.  We 
then went to live with a sponsor.  

5. My twelve-year-old son was able to start school right at the beginning of the 
school year in August.  Things were going okay and we were adapting. 

6. My husband and I were both given ankle monitors when we were released from 
Dilley.  We went to ICE check-ins in September, December, and then every month after 

that.   
7. My husband was deported in February from his ICE check-in.  Once my husband 

was deported, I was worried this would happen to me and the kids, too. 
8. Then at my March ICE check-in, I was told that I would be fingerprinted, 

processed, and taken back to Dilley.  They said that I was going back because I hadn’t 
passed my credible fear interview.  I told them that that was the case when I was released 

and the government already knew that.  They said we would need to be re-processed at 
Dilley.   

9. Dilley is just the same as before except that this time I have generally not had 
problems with making sure my daughter has clothes, diapers and bottled water for her 

formula.  One time, a guard refused to let me have bottled water for her formula and said 
I would need to use the tap water.  I reported her – and the next day the supervisor put a 

piece of paper on the wall in our room saying we were entitled to six bottles of water per 
day for the baby.  Things have been okay since then.   
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10. I think that guard just doesn’t like me because there always seems to be an issue 
with her.  Another time, the same guard would not let me put our stroller inside even 

though my baby is allergic to cats and the cats were getting inside the stroller at night 
causing my daughter to have bad allergic reactions.  I went to medical to explain what 

was going on.  I don’t know who they talked to but after that they ensured I had 
permission to bring the stroller in every night.   

11. At first I wanted to fight to stay here, but at this point I am just resigned that we 
will be sent to .   
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I, O  B , declare as follows: 
This testimony is based on my personal knowledge, and the following facts are true 

to the best of my understanding and recollection.
I am 23 years old.  I am from .

I speak French and , my mother language.

I have been detained at Dilley since April 14, 2026, for about a week. I am here

with my daughter , 4 years old.
I was arrested at the border with my daughter. The border guards spoke English to

me. They searched me and cut my shoelaces and my daughter’s shoelaces. The next 
place they took us was full of military officers.

Then they took us to another place with a lot of immigrants. We stayed there one
night. Then they took us and another family here to Dilley.

No one has told me how long we will be at Dilley.
No one has told us anything about our rights here at Dilley.
We never saw a video and no one has told us about . This is the first time I

am hearing about .

No one has discussed my daughter’s right to be released, and I don’t want us to be
separated.

ICE gave me the phone numbers of lawyers I could contact and also asked if I am
afraid to return to my country – a credible fear interview. There was an interpreter on the
telephone.

I have not contacted lawyers because I thought I have to pay. This is the first time I

am hearing I don’t have to pay for calling lawyers.
I can’t understand anything here – no one has explained anything to me in French.

There does not seem to be anyone here besides me who speaks French. My daughter
speaks only .

I have not had a translator or interpreter since we arrived here.

Case 2:85-cv-04544-DMG-AGR     Document 1779-18     Filed 05/18/26     Page 2 of 5   Page
ID #:64170



 

 

2 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

11 
12 

13 
14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 

21 
22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

15. The food here and the food we normally eat are very different. We eat only 
chicken, French fries, and rice here. We cannot eat anything else, although we have tried. 

There are also apples, cookies, and milk that we can eat. Sometimes there are grapes or 
oranges, but not every day.  

16. My daughter and I drink only bottled water, but I don’t have any money so one of 
the women who lives here gives it to me. 

17. We have received only one very small bottle of shampoo since arriving here. We 
have not gotten any soap. We only have the liquid soap in the bathrooms. My daughter’s 

skin is getting dry and flaky and so is mine. 
18.  The phone in my room does not work, even though it worked when we first 

arrived. 
19. ICE told me I have an appointment to see a judge on May 4, but I don’t understand 

what will happen. I will need an interpreter. 
20. We have only one pair of shoes each, and I have only one sweater. 

21. I am depressed because there is no one to talk with. People do not speak French, 
only English and Spanish. The stress is so bad I can’t sleep. I wonder how things will go 

in court and I worry about that a lot. 
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